
SV/ Rembrandt Van Rijn 
Northeast Greenland trip - Scoresbysund 

REMBRANDT VAN RIJN VISITING SPITSBERGEN AND NORTHEAST GREENLAND from 13th to 24th August 

Rembrandt sailing ship voyage, departing from Constable Pynt, in the untamed NE Greenland and making way into Scoresbysund and its 
numerous side fjords and glaciers. Experiencing its wild character, landscapes and wildlife on those remote areas. With  31 Passengers, 2 
Guides and 10 Professional Crew.

TALL SHIPS 

Rembrandt van Rijn is a Tall Ship Schooner, sailing under Vanuatu flag in remote areas of the world.  

But, first of all, what is a Tall Ship?

Queen Mary 2, with an overall length of more than 300 m, is one of the biggest liners afloat. Yet she is not a “Tall Ship”. Rembrandt, just about 56 m is 

indeed a “Tall Ship”. This term may have first been used on the North East coast of North America to describe ships like the lumber schooners which 

travelled through the small, sparsely populated inlets and which, because of their height, dominated the low lying landscape. As a concept “tall ship” 

differentiates the great sailing ships that still today carry passengers, trainees or some even goods, around the world from other low-slung, formless vessels. 

In this sense, the term was applied for the first time in 1956.  

Under the patronage of HRH the Duke of Edinburgh the Sail Training Association (STA) was founded in 1955, and a year later the very first “Tall Ships’ 

Race” was organised by the Royal College of Dartmouth. The ships raced from Torbay to Lisbon, with six “Class A” square riggers taking part in the event, 

and about 30 fore-and-aft-rigged vessels, grouped as “Class B”. So, since the very beginning of the “Tall Ships’ Races”, there was already a variety of rigs 

involved, all of them fired by common ideals of the STA. It’s not the dimensions of a ship that are decisive, it’s the spirit that counts! 

(Written by Hanno, Claire, Robin, Jason & Klaas, from Bark Europa)
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SV Rembrandt van Rijn 
Length over all: 56 m, Breadth: 6,70 m, Draught: 3,0 m, Gross Tonnage: 308, Displacement: 420 t, Year built: 1924, Leiderdorp, Netherlands  

Rig Type: Three-masted Schooner 

Call Sign: YJRJ3, Port of Registry: Port Vila, Vanuatu 

Total Sail Area: 650 m² 

EXPEDITION TRIP NORTHEAST 
GREENLAND


ABOUT OUR SHIP, REMBRANDT VAN RIJN: she was built 
in 1924 at the Leiderdorp shipyard in Netherlands. She 
started her career as ‘Jacoba’ operating as a fishing lugger 
during four years. In 1928 she was converted on a motor-
vessel, fitted with a diesel engine and renamed as‘Anna 
Marta’. In 1933 a new diesel engine was fitted and she was 
lengthened and rebuilt as a three-masted schooner. She went 
through another major rebuilt in 1951, and smaller 
refurbishing in 1952 and 1957, involving engine changes. In 
1962 she was sold and renamed again as ‘Minde’. She was 
renamed again when she was based in Denmark in 1971, as 
‘Klaus D’. During the last rebuilds, the ship was de-rigged 
and returned to being a motor-vessel, working as a Reefer-
ship cargo vessel.

In 1984 and 1985 she was sold a couple more times, being 
re-named as ‘Enno Doedens Star’. In 1986 two new diesel 
engines were fitted, followed in 1993 by a rebuild to the 
three-masted schooner that she is nowadays, at Vlissingen, 
Netherlands. She was re-named Rembrandt van Rijn. 
Between 1994-96 she operated cruises to Spitsbergen, and 
in 1998 she was placed under the management of 
OceanWide Nautical Services, operating cruises between 
Panama and the Galapagos Island till 2001. After a period of 
inactivity she returned to the expedition cruise-trips in 2011.

The ship sails under Vanuatu’s flag, is equipped according to 
strict international safety regulations and is fitted with modern 
electronic nautical instrumentation and safety equipment. 

  



Low peninsula on the West side of Hurry Inlet, the northernmost point in the fjord reached by William Scoresby Sr. in 1822. It is also the 

location of the airport known as Nerlerit Inaat. The name originated from William Scoresby Jr. as Point Constable, after Archibald Constable 

(1774-1827), bookseller and publisher, who had published several of Scoresby’s books. The airport was constructed at Constable Pynt to 

serve the oil and gas exploration entered on Jameson Land, and subsequently used until nowadays. 


CONSTABLE PYNT

13th August 2022	 CONSTABLE PYNT  WELCOME ABOARD 

and start our adventure in Scoresbysund 

Starting day of our adventures in Greenland. But before that we 
had to get there. A chartered flight from Iceland (Keflavik) brought 
us to East Greenland. 
The plane landed at about 18:45h at the airstrip of Constable Pynt. 
This place already represents a great “Welcome to Greenland” way 
of living and dealing with life, substantially different of how it all 
works anywhere else in the world. The international airport facilities 
are pretty surprising, barely more than a hangar, offices for the 
working crew, and a dirt and muddy road to the only beach where is 
possible to operate zodiacs to embark or disembark the ship. In the 
meantime, Rembrandt van Rijn has been laying quietly at anchor in 
a nearby position, getting ready for us. 

Right after disembarking our flight, ewe met the outgoing 
passengers tat just finished their trip, while the ones that need got 
access to their luggage and bag packs to get everything needed for 
taking our first shots of the amazing Greenland scenery, while 
making our way towards the landing spot.  
Our bags are brought on board and taken care of, while we head 
towards the beach for embarkation. A total of 1.5 Km away from the 
airstrip and following a dirt road parallel to the shallow coast.  
There, the ship’s zodiacs were ready to shuttle us on board. After 
our first short boat ride, we were all received  on board by our Hotel 
Manager doing the check-in and informing us about our cabin 
location. 

We all got a bit of time for a cup of coffee or tea, settle down in our 
cabins and familiarise ourselves with the ship that will be our home 
for the next ten days, but pretty soon we were called to the ship’s 
dinning room. Despite the late flight and embarkation, and 
amongst hot and cold sandwiches, we still had to attend the 
mandatory meetings and briefings to be done before starting the 
trip.  First Captain Jo did the official Welcome on board and crew 
introduction, followed by the obligatory safety talk and drill 
afterwards.

From that moment onwards it was all ready to start engines, heave 
anchor and start our way into Scoresbysund, getting off the 
smaller side fjord of Hurry Inlet, where the airstrip is located.

Flat calm seas and calm winds allowed for a good night making 
progress under engine towards the Northern coast of 
Scoresbysund, to Hall Bredning, where plans are to wake up 
tomorrow morning between icebergs, before gathering for further 
briefings and talks.





WILLIAM SCORESBY (5 October 1789 – 21 March 1857). English Arctic explorer, scientist and clergyman. 

Scoresby was born in the village of Cropton (Yorkshire). His father, William Scoresby Senior (1760–

1829), made a fortune in the Arctic whale fishery. The son made his first voyage with his father at the 

age of eleven, but then returned to school, where he remained until 1803.


After this he became his father's constant companion, and accompanied him as chief officer of the 

whaler Resolution when on 25 May 1806, he succeeded in reaching 81°30' N. lat. (19° E. long), for 

twenty-one years the highest northern latitude attained in the eastern hemisphere. During the following 

winter, Scoresby attended the natural philosophy and chemistry classes at Edinburgh University, and 

again in 1809.


In his voyage of 1807, Scoresby began the study of the meteorology and natural history of the polar 

regions. Earlier results included his original observations on snow and crystals.


In 1811, Scoresby's father resigned to him the command of the Resolution. In the same year he 

married the daughter of a Whitby shipbroker. In his voyage of 1813, he established for the first time the 

fact that the polar ocean has a warmer temperature at considerable depths than it has on the surface, 

and each subsequent voyage in search of whales found him no less eager of fresh additions to 

scientific knowledge. His letters of this period to Sir Joseph Banks, whose acquaintance he had made 

a few years earlier, no doubt gave the first impulse to the search for the North-West Passage. On 29 

June 1816, commanding the Esk on his fifteenth whaling voyage from Whitby, Scoresby encountered 

grave problems when ice damaged his ship. With the aid of his brother-in-law's crew on board the 

John, and after agreeing to surrendering much of their catch, the Esk was repaired.


In 1819, Scoresby gained election as a fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, and about the same 

time communicated a paper to the Royal Society of London: "On the Anomaly in the Variation of the 

Magnetic Needle". In 1820, he published An Account of the Arctic Regions and Northern Whale 

Fishery, in which he gathers up the results of his own observations, as well as those of previous 

navigators.


In his voyage of 1822 to Greenland, Scoresby surveyed and charted with remarkable accuracy 400 

miles of the east coast, between 69° 30' and 72° 30', thus contributing to the first real and important 

geographic knowledge of East Greenland. This, however, proved the last of his Arctic voyages. 


On his return, he learnt of his wife's death, and this event, with other influences acting upon his 

naturally pious spirit, decided him to enter the church. He then began divinity studies at Queens' 

College, Cambridge and became the curate of Bessingby, Yorkshire.


Meantime, his Journal of a Voyage to the Northern Whale Fishery, including Researches and Discoveries on the Eastern Coast of Greenland 

(1823), had appeared at Edinburgh. 


In 1824, the Royal Society elected him a fellow, and in 1827, he became an honorary corresponding member of the Paris Academy of Sciences, 

while in 1839, he took the Doctor of Divinity degree.


From the first, Scoresby worked as an active member and official of the British Association for the Advancement of Science, and he contributed 

especially to the knowledge of terrestrial magnetism. Of his sixty papers in the Royal Society list, many relate to this department of research. 

However, his observations extended into many other departments, including researches on optics and, with James Joule, comparing 

electromagnetic (chemical), thermal (coal/steam), and organic (horse) power sources.


To obtain additional data for his theories on magnetism, he made a voyage to Australia in 1856 on board the ill-fated iron-hulled Royal Charter, 

the results of which appeared in a posthumous publication: Journal of a Voyage to Australia for Magnetical Research, edited by Archibald Smith 

(1859). He made two visits to America, in 1844 and 1848; on his return home from the latter visit he made some valuable observations on the 

height of Atlantic waves, the results of which were given to the British Association. He interested himself much in social questions, especially 

the improvement of the condition of factory operatives. He also published numerous works and papers of a religious character.


In 1850, Scoresby published a work urging the prosecution of the search for the Franklin expedition and giving the results of his own 

experience in Arctic navigation.


A number of places have been named after him, including: the Lunar crater Scoresby; Scoresbysund, now Ittoqqortoormiit on the east coast of 

Greenland; the Scoresby Sund fjord system; the Melbourne suburb of Scoresby; RRS William Scoresby, an early-twentieth-century research 

vessel in the employ of the British scientific organisation, Discovery Investigations; Scoresby Land in Greenland and the Cape Scoresby 

marking the north end of Borradaile Island.

14th August 2022	 Sailing through HALL BREDNING and SYDKAP. 

Getting into NORDVESTFJORD (North East Greenland National Park) 

Making way along Scoresbysund, from its 40km wide entrance to 

its depths into an extensive fjord system, that actually is the largest 

in the world. For the European history, it was first sighted in 1761 

by Volquaart Boon , who reported having being carried into a large 

fjord by a current at about this latitude. But it had to wait until 1822, 

when William Scoresby Jr. named it after his father - William 

Scoresby Senior (1760–1829)-, who he describes as the original 

explorer/navigator of this waters. He started the commercial 

whaling in Greenland in 1785. Very successfully between 1796 and 

1816 he had obtained 2693 tons of oil, the highest return of any 

whaling master. He also claims to  have invented the crow’s nest.  

Long time before that, the fjord was possibly visited by the Norse, 

as it seems to have been described in the Icelandic sagas as “the 

‘fjord longer than all other fjords”.



Hall Bredning, the last bit of wide open waters in Scoresbysund, 
before the largest for system in the world branches in several 
smaller and narrower fjords, tugged amongst high steep mountains 
and peaks. Also a collector of huge icebergs that drift off all those 
other fjords and meet here, with the largest ones carried by 
currents and winds from massive calvings at the head of 
Nordvestfjord. There, Daugaard Jensen glacier is responsible for 
the largest icebergs we enjoyed this morning, coming out on deck 
after a night making way deeper into Scoresbysund. Some of them 
nicely shaped after long time at sea, others still travelling as large 
squared pieces broken off the glacier. Its front floats for several 
kilometres on the deep waters of Nordwestfjord instead of rest 
atop the rocks at the shoreline, allowing for all those gigantic 
floating pieces to break off the glacier grip and drift away.

Passing through this iceberg alley, our destination was Sydkap, at 
the southern tip of Scoresby Land.

After the first group of impressive icebergs in the good morning 
light, it was time for a cup of coffee in the dinning room while 
attending to a couple more Mandatory briefings.

Before doing any activity off the ship here in the Arctic Regions, a 
couple of briefings are mandatory. Rembrandt van Rijn, together 
with the rest of OceanWide ships and actually all the fleet 
operating with tourism in Spitsbergen-Greenland, belong to the 
AECO organisation (Arctic Expedition Cruise Operators). This 
organisation put together a code of conduct and rules to follow on 
our operations.

A Polar bear safety talk followed, and finally a briefing about zodiac 
procedures. 

Once all that was done, it was time again to make our way on deck 
and keep enjoying the cruising until after lunch, when the ship was 
in position for our first landing in Greenland.

From the decks we could already see a couple of buildings. The 
1934 trappers’ hut, and another one, painted in red and in better 

conditions. This second one  was erected by a Danish man and his 
Greenlandic wife who came here to fish salmon and shrimp in 
1946. They only stayed here one year before abandoning their 
enterprise, perhaps due to little success, or maybe the solitude 
was too much to bear. From then on, the hut is used by hunters 
form Scoresbysund. 

After our guides had a good scout at the whole area, we started 
with the landing operations. 

It was not necessary to walk any long distance to realise the 
countless possibilities that this place has to offer. Landscape, 
tundra, cliffs, wildlife, human history with the old huts and the 
history of hunting, icebergs in the background plus Rembrandt at 
anchor in the quiet waters of the bay.

First we spent some time walking around the constructions and 
looking for the best angles to photograph the haunting scenery. 

The surroundings are covered by rich tundra. The vegetated areas 
grown between the rounded rocky hills and slopes, that once 
where under the glaciers, and now, after the ice retrieved are 
exposed to the air, but still holding marks of their past, like 
scratches and erratic rocks spread throughout, even up the highest 
hills. They are metamorphosed igneous rock calledortho-gneiss. 
Peppered with black flecks of biotite, these pale coloured rocks, 
often pink or tan gave a sure grip for our walks.

While a group of us preferred to spend time in this lower area, 
others joined a longer hike, all the way up one of the mountain 
tops that dominate the area. 

Breathtaking scenery, home for Musk ox, Arctic hare and 
Ptarmigan. The good weather allowed for great views over Hall 
Bredning, Sydkap, and to the Northwest, the entrance of 
Nordvestfjord festooned with some characteristic tabular icebergs.






















Geology of Sydkap 

The geology of Sydkap is made up of massive and hard banded 

gneisses with abundant garnet. Garnet is a mineral that has 

generally the size of a few centimetres and can be of clear 

reddish colour. Sometimes the garnet shows good transparency 

and clarity. Such garnets can reach semi-gemstone qualities 

and are used in the manufacture of jewellery. At Sydkap the 

garnets are of centimetre size and are of a reddish colour.


The gneiss of Sydkap is of Precambrian age and has been 

reworked after their formation during and orogeny. 


An orogeny represents the process of mountain building that in 

turn is the result of a collision of parts of the earth crust, for 

example the collision of two continental plates.


Similar plate collision is observed in recent times from the 

modern Himalaya or the European Alps. The old basement rocks 

seen at Sydkap were reworked during a mountain building stage 

which took place about 460 to 400 million years ago. This 

mountain belt is named Caledonian fold belt and is a result of 

the collision of the North American continent including Greenland 

with the continent of Baltica. Baltica is today located in Scandinavia and includes Sweden, Norway and Finland. The Caledonian fold belt is 

about 1300 km long and remnants of the Caledonian fold belt can be found in Europe. e.g. in Scotland and in Norway, in North Africa, North 

America, Greenland and Svalbard. During an orogenesis all rocks are exposed to conditions of high pressure and high temperate and the initial 

rocks (e.g. sediments, or plutonic rocks such as e.g. granite) were then transformed to metamorphic rocks. Formation of newly formed granite 

as a result of melting is also associated with this mountain building process and they occur as intrusions. 


Cross cutting dykes and pegmatites also occur in the gneiss rocks seen in Sydkap and the cross-cutting field relation reveals that dykes and 

pegmatites were introduced later than the gneiss basement has formed. The photograph shows a thick brownish dyke and the contacts of the 

greyish gneiss with the dyke are marked on the picture with small horizontal arrows. The dyke is several meter thick and crosscuts the gneiss. 

The colours of gneiss and dyke are distinctly different and also the orientation of the dyke is different than the orientation of the banding seen in 

the gneiss. The dyke is brownish-darkish whereas the gneiss is greyish. The dyke also forms a small depression in the landscape because the 

mafic dykes are more easily weathered than the massive gneiss. 








Nordvestfjord and icebergs 

Nordvestfjord is among the steepest places on Earth, precipitous mountains rise vertically more than 2000 m out the fjord which is well in 

excess of 1000 m deep. The very deep fjord has been carved progressively deeper over multiple glacial cycles by the scouring action of ice. The 

present-day fjord is characterised by some of the largest icebergs in all of East Greenland. The calving style of Daugaard Jensen Glacier, at the 

head of the fjord, releases huge pieces of largely intact glacier into the fjord. The icebergs in the fjord are varied and exhibit a range of 

characteristics which illustrate their history. The largest icebergs have remained intact since calving and have preserved delicate surface 

features such as crevasses, ice pinnacles, and meltwater channels. Others have more complicated histories, many of the smaller icebergs have 

rolled multiple times; this is clearly evidenced by the multiple generations of meltwater notches. The meltwater notches are formed by the 

focussed melting of the iceberg in the surface layers of the ocean. This effect is thought to be enhanced by the glacier ice itself which reflects 

sunlight into the surrounding oceans, warming it significantly more than the surrounding water masses. The smallest icebergs; growlers, bergy 

bits, and brash ice were once part of Daugaard Jensen glacier, but beyond that it is impossible to assess their individual histories of evolution 

through the different stages of iceberg shrinkage. This has been obscured as they have broken into incoherent small fragments.


 Several of the icebergs in Nordvestfjord contain rarely seen glacial features from within the glacier itself. One prominent example which was 

seen a few times was an englacial conduit. These large tubes carry meltwater within the glacier ice itself and have a characteristic ovoid cross-

section; with a narrow base and a wider top. The channels also had a flat base, this is formed by meltwater which has frozen in-situ during the 

winter months. This showed that the meltwater channels were relict (no longer active) at the time that they were calved from the glacier.



15th August 2022 NORDVESTFJORD  

Landing at Martin Karlsen Bay and cruising deeper into the fjord 

trying to get close to Daugaard Jansen Glacier.  

Immikkoortilaq peninsula. 

After breakfast, and following a peaceful night at anchor at the 
scenic Nordbugt, we start our engines under the blue skies and 
made our way deeper into the mighty Nordvestfjord, getting closer 
to Daugaard-Jensen Glacier, the source of all the immense 
icebergs that fill the fjord and spread over Hall Bredning in the NE 
of Scoresbysund.


Last night Rembrandt made it through the first bit of the large 
Nordvestfjord, now steering to one of its steep sides, now to the 
other, making way amongst icebergs of any size and kind. About 
02:00 AM she drop anchor at the foot of the vast valley at Martin 
Karlsen Bay Southeast corner (Edvard Bay Dal).


The bay’s name came from the ship used in 1968, the Martin 
Karlsen (formerly the Kista Dan), during the 1967–72 GGU 
(Greenland Geological service) Scoresby Sund expeditions

It is for sure a very rarely visited bay, again a first for many on 
board, although Rembrandt had been here before a couple of 
years ago. 

Edvard Bay Dal is a major NE–SW-trending valley between Martin 
Karlsen Bugt and Eielson Gletscher. Named during the same 
1967–72 GGU Scoresby Sund surveys after Edvard Bay, the 
geologist of Carl Ryder’s 1891–92 expedition. 

There, already from the ship we could see that the area offers 
great chances to spot Musk ox, as the sides of the huge valley are 
vegetated and covered by lush tundra. The surrounding areas in 
contrast present large moraines or decaying glaciers at their 
heads. And indeed, several Musk ox can be seen from deck. They 
didn’t seem  afraid of us, so, once on land, and with the group 
split into a longer and faster hike, and the ones up to a more 
leisure experience, we tried a good approach to them.

Off we go along a huge valley filled up with the sediments of a 
braided river, all tugged between high mountains and peaks ice 
cap covered all the way up to 1600 to 1700 metres above sea 
level. Hikers made it all the way around the corners of the valley to 
have  glimpse at the neighbour Ripefjord, with its entrance further 
south in Scoresbysund. Short hikers went a bit more uphill for 
great views over the scenery and good Musk ox observation.


The whole huge area comprising this part of Norvestfjord was 

studied and mapped by the Large Koch expedition 1931-34, 

during which many charting efforts together with scientific 

research was undertaken, leaving as a legacy an extensive 

amount of printed volumes and hundreds of new pace names. 

For example Flyverfjord, that branches off the south side of 

Nordvestfjord between Hinks Land and Th. Sørensen Land, was 

mapped by him during flights in 1932 on the 1931–34 

Treårsekspeditionen. Koch noted it as a tribute to his pilot, N.V. 

Petersen. The mouth of the fjord was first seen by Alwin 

Pedersen during a long sledge journey from Scoresbysund in 

1929.




MUSK OX  

UNGULATES from the Bovidae family.


1.8 to 2.5 body length


90 to 160 cm tall


220-400 kg weight, big males over 500kg


NE Greenland population crashed between 1920 and 30’s due to heavy hunting by Norwegian trappers. After those years they become 

protected and numbers had increased again (also because the hunters killed the wolves).


Breed in N Alaska (where they were re-introduced from NE Greenland in 1935)


N Canada


N and NE Greenland  (5000 to 15000 ind. about 50% of tot population)


Introduced in NW and W Greenland. Introduced in Svalbard but extinct nowadays. Introduced to Scandinavia and Russia (small populations)


Reproduction:


Eight months gestation


One calf, that suckle until 15-18 months


Females give birth bi-annually, annually if they loose their calf. Starting at 3 years old.


Males breed at 4-6 years old depending on competitions.


From midsummer on, rutting season


A strong social bond exist between mother and calf during at least the calf s 1st year. More than half of the mothers with calves stay a year later 

with their yearling, indicating that this mother-offspring bond can last longer than 1 year.


In Greenland: Low site fidelity and weak group cohesion, fixed relationships were those between mothers, calves and yearlings.


Most muskoxen occur in groups of less than ten individuals and almost half of the groups are mixed










Once back on board, the ship starts her way deeper into 
Nordvestfjord. Wrestling  our way in, amongst huge nicely shaped  
icebergs and others being and looking as actual pieces of the 
glacier detached straight away from its front. 

Gradually we encounter increasing numbers of them. Big as they 
are surely they are drifting as the depths written in our charts 
indicate that we have about 1200 to 1400m of water below our 
feet, while the steep mountains and jagged peaks all around tower 
between 1700 to 2300m in height above sea level. At the point 
when we reached the junction between the subsidiary Flyverfjord 
and Nordfjord, a couple of those tabular icebergs (over a mile 
long) seem to block our way. A closer look reveals enough space 
between icebergs and cliffs to safely pass through. Reducing 
speed and squeezing between vertical rocky cliffs and icebergs, 
she makes her way deeper into the fjord, to finally try an approach 
to the mighty Daugaard Jansen glacier, that with its floating 
calving front, is responsible for most of the ice we are coming 
across today. But a couple of hours steering through the ice filled 
waters were enough to realise Rembrandt could not pass further 
in. Decision is taken to turn around and get into the southern 
embayment of Immikkoortilaq peninsula, a good anchorage well 
known by the ship and the Captain, from where its possible to 
walk up the hills to see the draining area of Daugard Jansen 
calvings and the glacier itself further West. Activity for tomorrow 
morning, as getting into the bay and finding a good spot to drop 
anchor took still a few more hours of zigzagging through the ice 
and steer close to the monumental cliffs of the peninsula.


Later in the evening, once iceberg after iceberg, bergy bit after 
bergy bit are left behind, anchor hits the 35m bottom in clear 
waters, in the best of the possible positions to launch the boats 
and set foot ashore in the morning on such a unique place.

A look ashore reveals a massive tent camp from unknown origin, 
until the people there made contact by radio. The renown 
glaciologist Heidy personal friend of Christian, is conducting 
studies on the remarkable  Daugaard Jansen glacier. Together with 
her, two documentary-television teams from Disney and National 
Geographic together with a group of the best bigwall climbers of 
the world and all the logistics involved.

It is in singular places like that where documentaries and extreme 
adventures are done and filmed. Today and tomorrow we will 
share such fantastic place with them.


The Northeast Greenland National Park 

Northeast Greenland National Park is an IUCN category II 

national park, it was established on the 22nd of May 1974 and 

is composed of 972,001 km2 of East and northernmost 

Greenland. The borders of the park are largely laid out in 

straight lines along cartographic boundaries, such as the 45° 

meridian. The park covers a huge area of the Greenland Ice 

sheet, but also substantial areas of ice-free land in northeast 

Greenland. The park is both the largest and most northerly on 

Earth and remains Greenland’s only national park. The park is 

overseen by the Greenland Department of Environment and 

Nature.


The park has no permanent human population, but a number 

of people are stationed within the park boundaries for 

extended periods of time, all in official capacities. Around 30 

people and 110 dogs normally winter in northeast Greenland, 

distributed among research stations, military patrol bases, and 

weather stations. During the summer months a substantial 

number of scientists conduct research within the park; this 

includes operations at the Zackenberg research station which 

can host up to 20 scientists.


All forms of hunting is prohibited within the park and it is a 

sanctuary for a number of key species including musk oxen, 

polar bears, walrus, and wolves. The park is also home to 

populations of Arctic fox, collared lemming, stoat, and Arctic 

hare. Important species of marine mammals also live within the 

confines of the park, including narwhal and beluga.













16th August 2022 NORDVESTFJORD  

Landing at Immikkoortilaq peninsula. Daugaard Jansen Glacier.  

Immikkoortilaq peninsula, hard to describe its untamed beauty, raw 
appearance and immense cliffs. Last evening and night, after 
leaving behind countless tabular icebergs and any kind of smaller 
size chunks of ice, Rembrandt drop anchor under its mighty cliffs 
on its southern shores.

Facing north this narrow peninsula cliffs tower vertically over 1200 
meters above the iceberg filled waters, Its highest point being the 
largest unclimbed sea-cliff in the world. Not anymore, yesterday a 
team of the best bigwall climbers on earth summited, after weeks 
attempting the most daring climb.

Monumental rocky cliff shooting up to 1200 meters of beautifully 
banded gneiss of an ancient age of about 2 billion years.

An easy access low saddle follows the ridge from this spectacular 
tops to the mountains that overlook Daugaard Jansen glacier. 
There is where we aim to do this morning activities.

Ashore two groups walked their way at different pace and 
achieving different heights for what was about to be an epic 
morning excursion. Both had the amazing views from vantage 
points over the fjord, getting a glimpse from above of the mythical 
Daugaard-Jensen glacier.

Beneath our feet one of the planet’s oldest rocks, gorgeous and 
colourful gneises slopes lead to a scenic tundra saddle with views 
North and South of the peninsula. Following the ridge towards the 
mainland hills, we reached a spectacular top from where the 
panorama reveals breathtakingly beautiful. The huge glacier peers 
from down below and a few miles Westwards, hidden by the 
mountain valleys carved by itself and by the large amount of ice 
calved from its front.

Tributary glaciers to the same bay also join their ice with Daugaard 
Jensen’s, offering a staggering sight, a world of ice and rock walls.


Yet another new site for many on board, sure out of the beaten 
tracks as well.

The enormous and fast flowing Daugaard-Jensen glacier drains 
about 3 to 5% of the whole Greenlandic Ice Cap into this fjord, and 
represents one of the last glacial strongholds, as studies say it 
hasn’t been changing much since the last 20 years. In comparison, 
basically all other glaciers around are experiencing a fast receding 
in the last decades.

A place of raw beauty that seems to remind us constantly that this 
is not a region for human beings. We have to be grateful that today 
this extremely wild area has allowed us to discover its secrets and 
set foot on its pristine shores.

Descending to the beach, the rubber boats brought us on board 
just in time for lunch and to heave anchor, starting our way off 
Nordvestfjord. But not yet leaving it completely behind, as another 
day is planned on such an amazing place, taking advantage of the 
National Park visiting permit we have and the good weather 
conditions we are enjoying.

From here yet another exciting ride between any kind of icebergs 
was ahead of us, and for the next hours, Rembrandt wiggles her 
way through along Nordvestfjord icy waters into the side branch 
Flyverfjorf. Here another several hundred meters high vertical cliff 
guards its entrance together with a large amount of drifting 
icebergs. Exploring this area in the late afternoon and evening, 
Rembrandt looks for a suitable place to drop anchor tonight. Half 
way into the fjord, countless icebergs seem to close the way, but 
Lancaster bay offers an opportunity to explore and find a sticking 
anchorage in waters ranging from 20 to 40 metres deep, where the 
perilous high and large icebergs can’t drift. Late evening light 
shines over the numerous icebergs stranded here while 
picturesque clouds hang on the sky.
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Daugaard Jensen Glacier - the ‘mother of all icebergs’.  

Daugaard Jensen is a huge glacier which drains the Greenland Ice Sheet directly into Nordvestfjord. Almost all icebergs in Nordvestfjord, Hall 

Bredning, and Scoresby Sund originate from this river of ice. The glacier was named by the explorer Lauge Koch for Jens Daugaard-Jensen, a 

Danish inspector working in northwest Greenland. Jens Daugaard-Jensen was later a member of the expedition committee funding and 

organising the scientific endeavours of Lauge Koch in East Greenland and followed the the exploits of the expeditions with avid interest.


The glacier drains around 49,000 km2, about 3to 4% of the Greenland Ice Sheet. It flows at between 3 and 4 km per year and may have 

accelerated in recent years, likely in response to regional warming. Around 10 cubic kilometres of ice drain into Nordvestfjord through Daugaard 

Jensen glacier every year, entering the fjord as large icebergs. The last 6 km of the glacier is floating on the ocean and this controls the style of 

calving; the glacier predominantly calves tabular icebergs through rifting and many of the icebergs in Nordvestfjord have their uppermost surface 

preserved intact, including crevasses and meltwater channels. The glacier has a large area of floating icebergs, brash ice, and sea-ice in front of 

the calving front; this glacier melangé (also ‘sikkusak’ in Greenlandic) is frozen solid in the winter and prevents icebergs from exiting the fjord. As 

the temperatures warm in the summer months the melangé melts, losing its structural integrity, releasing a pulse of icebergs into the fjord.


Observations from radar and optical satellites show that the speed of the glacier varies with the seasons; it flows around 10% faster in summer. 

The summer speed-up is related the increase in meltwater. Meltwater reaches the bed of the glacier through crevasses and lubricates the bed of 

the glacier, allowing it to flow slightly faster. This meltwater can also become pressurised at the bed of the glacier and cause hydraulic jacking of 

the glacier, essentially it floats on a layer of pressurised water, this reduces friction and allows the glacier to flow faster. This can only occur in fast 

and heavily crevassed glaciers where the drainage channels beneath the ice are constantly changing and efficient drainage channels are unable 

to develop.


Daugaard Jensen is also a source of glacial earthquakes; it is one of only seven Greenland glaciers to exhibit this behaviour. The earthquakes can 

be up to magnitude 5 on the Richter scale and are measurable at seismic stations around the world. The earthquakes are triggered only by the 

largest calving events; but the exactly how calving produces the earthquakes is still unclear and scientists are working to understand the 

problem.







